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Grants
We’re pleased to announce that the first property improvement grants have
been offered through the Townscape Heritage project. The next few months
will see changes beginning to take place on King Street. This will see
improvements to the frontages of 26-34 King Street.

Activities
Here’s a brief round up of some of
the Townscape Heritage project
activities.
Plaques
Our blue plaques will commemorate
people, places and events within the
Townscape Heritage area. The first
plaques will start appearing in 2018.
Meanwhile, the search for suggestions
continues and we have had some
great ideas. Humphrey Sandwith and
Captain George Symons were
suggested by historian Linda Ellis, both
linked by the Crimean War.

Over the road at 33 King Street, the
canopy will be removed followed by works
to the frontage that will mirror the lefthand side of the building. These works will
result in shop frontages that respect the
architecture of each individual building and
should result in a positive impact along the
street.

The trough at Westgate and Leys
Road was donated by Humphrey
Sandwith, a physician who served in
the Crimean War and went on to be
Governor of Mauritius. His practice
was at the Tiger Inn (now the George
on Prince Street). Captain George
Symons who lived at Cliff Terrace
(now Garrison Square) received the
Victoria Cross for gallantry in 18.
Have you got more suggestions that
tell the story of Bridlington Quay; it
could be a significant person, event or
building?
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Managing the Conservation Area

Activities

This year’s monitoring survey has now been completed for 2016/17. This is an
annual look at the condition of the conservation area, which enables the council
to see if is improving or
deteriorating, identify common
issues and areas needing
improvement.
This year’s survey has shown that
maintenance continues to be an
issue for many buildings. However,
more positively, there are some
signs of increased investment in
properties. For example, some
vacant premises have been occupied,
with some sensitively designed new
shop frontages.

Oral history
What does heritage mean to you?
What are your hopes for Bridlington
town centre and its older buildings?
We’re starting to collect stories from
people and are keen to hear yours. If
you would like to record you
recollections of the area get in touch.
Towards the end of the Townscape
Heritage project these will be collated
and made available to all through the
Local Studies Library in Bridlington.

Maintenance
Autumn is now here and so that must
mean that the SPAB’s National
Maintenance Week and National
Gutters Day (25 November) is
coming up. When the Society for the
Protection of Ancient Buildings was
founded by William Morris in 1877,
one of his calls was: “stave off decay by
daily care.” This remains as valid today
as it did then.
Regular maintenance prevents little
issues becoming expensive repair
problems. The Maintenance Week
aims to make people aware of the
importance of caring regularly for
buildings.

Public realm
Probably everyone is aware of the current roadworks currently underway in
town. They form part of Bridlington Integrated Transport Plan 2. This article
considers the works in terms of conservation and the impact on the conservation
area. The new road and footways on Bridge and Manor Streets represent a big
improvement to the streetscape of the conservation area. It certainly feels a
larger area that is much more pedestrian friendly.
One of the challenges for the road works was the closeness of the cellar ceilings
along Manor Street. As one of the older street in Bridlington, with many
nineteenth-century buildings, it is perhaps unsurprising that records of what was
underground were patchy. Whilst it was no doubt very frustrating for the
construction company, it provided a brief interesting glimpse into the past from a
heritage point of view!
Updates can be found here and at https://roadworks.org/.

townscape.heritage@eastriding.gov.uk

www.bridlingtonheritage.com/townscape_heritage
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Community interview
Maureen Bell is the Townscape Heritage project’s community representative, as well as
being a member of the Civic Society and the Town Improvement Forum. Here, she
provides a personal view on Bridlington and its renaissance.
In a recent bout of nostalgia I Googled some of the places I used to know. I
couldn’t find many of them. The park where I learned to ride a bike is now a car
park, my first school is under a motorway, the quirky office is now a glass office
block and the college farm is a housing estate. Even more depressing is how easy
it is to identify the decade the change took place just by the architectural style of
the developer or the house builder responsible.
It was the creation of ‘clone towns’ that persuaded me to join the Civic Society
movement, and then to join environmental groups like Town Team. It is pleasing
to see that Bridlington’s core is and will remain constant. None of the essential
elements of the town are being replaced. Take a short walk from the refurbished
Spa along the seafront to the new Leisure Centre and see our town is still here
and thriving.
Bridlington has some really unique features and interesting architecture. It is true
that some buildings look a little careworn, but the apparent dilapidation is
superficial. In most cases minor improvements will really make a difference –
replace broken slates; take down tatty curtains and remove dusty storage boxes
from the windows; repair the window frames; remove redundant wires and other
unused fixtures; repair the rendering and repaint in one of the suggested colours;
fit more appropriate shop fronts using the council’s Shop Front Guide.

We want your photos!
If Maureen’s comments have inspired
you to think about how places change
why not hunt out your old photos? We
are looking for images of the area to
help us understand how buildings have
altered over the years. For example,
these images on Flickr show a bustling
1980s King Street on market day. If you
are happy to share your photos with us
please send them to
townscape.heritage@eastriding.gov.uk.
Please let us know who we should
acknowledge for copyright purposes.

The unofficial motto of the Civic Society is ‘Conserve the best, improve the rest’
and we can see this is really happening to Bridlington now. The town will soon
enter the next exciting phase - a scheme for improving the public realm which
includes pavements, street lighting, seating and open spaces. No Victorian tourist,
present day resident or a future visitor should be in any doubt. This is Bridlington,
and long may it remain so.

townscape.heritage@eastriding.gov.uk

www.bridlingtonheritage.com/townscape_heritage
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OTHER NEWS

Conservation Areas
September marked the 50th anniversary of the establishment of conservation
areas following the 1967 Civic Amenities Act. A report on public opinion on
conservation areas found that “almost three quarters of adults (75%) in England
believe that councils should have the power to restrict changes to buildings and
streets in order to protect the character and appearance of a conservation area”.
Heritage and the Economy
Historic England has published its latest research as part of Heritage Counts:
Heritage and the Economy. Heritage Counts is an annual report into the state of
the historic environment and its impact. The year’s research focuses on the
economic contribution of heritage. Most eye-catching fact? Houses in
conservation areas sell for a premium of 9% on average compared to other areas.

Heritage Open Days
Heritage Open Days saw historic places open up their buildings to the public
once again. Heritage Open Days 2018 will be 13-16 September, so get thinking
about where to visit next year.
3 minutes to spare…?
…then please let us know what you think of the conservation area: CA survey
Bridlington Renaissance
To keep up to date with other developments in Bridlington go to:
www.bridlingtonrenaissance.com.

Find out more…about the history of Bridlington at King Street library,
Sewerby Hall and the Treasure House.

Keep updated
For more information about the project visit:
www.bridlingtonheritage.com/townscape_heritage

townscape.heritage@eastriding.gov.uk

www.bridlingtonheritage.com/townscape_heritage

